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CONFIDENTIAL ASMARA 0539 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PINT, PINS, ET, SU 

SUB J : SUDANESE INITIATIVES ON ERITREAN PEACE TALKS 

IN DISCUSSION JUNE 17 WITH VISITING MINISTER-COUNSELOR FROM 
SUDANESE EMBASSY ADDIS, HE SPOKE OF RECENT TALKS IN KHARTOUM 
BETWEEN SUDANESE OFFICIALS AND EXTERNAL ELF/PLF POLITICAL LEADER- 
SHIP. ON SUBSTANCE DISCUSSIONS, HE SAID ONLY THAT SUDANESE HAD 
URGED ELF/PLF REPS TO ACCEPT CONCEPT OF TALKS WITHOUT PRECONDITIONS 
SO THAT A START COULD BE MADE. HE SAID THAT FOLLOWING MEETING, 
ELF/PLF PARTICIPANTS DEPARTED WITH UNDERSTANDING THEY WOULD 
COMMUNICATE WITH INTERNAL ELF/PLF MILITARY LEADERSHIP AND DISCUSS 
SUDANESE PROPOSALS. NO REPLIES YET RECEIVED BY SUDANESE. 
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